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Welcome to the May 2017 edition  

Tarrant County York Rite Association Newsletter 

 

Quote of the month from companion Matt Pickell:  
It's not so much how busy you are, but why you are busy. The bee is praised. The mosquito is swatted. 

 

 

In memory of George F. Schwartau,  
Past Worthy Master of Fort Worth Crusader #12, St Thomas of Acon: 

 

 
 
This companion will be greatly missed. 

And -- there are many other brethren in need of our prayers for various reasons. 

Also, remember Ann Blanks who passed away. She was the wife of our Past Grand Commander 

of Texas Bill Blanks. 
 

Also, pray for the continued blessing of Justin Elliott. 

His inspiring story is listed on page 3 and 4. 

 
Joe Spencer 
President, TCYRA 

 

Hobie Henderson 

Secretary, TCYRA 

 
Kenneth Colby Spicer 
Vice President, TCYRA 

 
Robert Cagley 

Treasurer, TCYRA 

Brother George F. Schwartau, 84, rejoined his wife and daughter in their 

Heavenly home Saturday, April 1, 2017. He was a 60-year mason, 33-degree 

Scottish Rite, active in the Shrine, and very active in York Rite Masonry, 

presiding over many bodies in York Rite Masonry. He was active in Wichita 

Falls, but also traveled to Fort Worth regularly and participated in so many 

activities. Among other things, he won first place in a ritual competition a few 
years ago, on a composite team with Floyd Hall, James Kirkpatrick, the late Ray 

White and Mark Kuhlman. 

 

http://www.tarrant.yorkritetexas.org/
http://64th.org/
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UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS – May, June 2017 also http://64th.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 May 1 May 2 

York Rite 

Southside – Eat 6 

May 3 

Weatherford 

Commandery  

Eat 6:30 PM 

May 4 

Worth and 

Southside 

Commanderies 

Eat 6:00 PM 

May 5 

 

May 6 

El Paso  

York Rite 

Conference 

9:00 AM 
Texas – Eat 6 

May 7 May 8 

York Rite 

Riverside – Eat 6 

May 9 May 10 

York Rite 

Springtown 

Eat 6:30 PM 

May 11 

York Rite 

Tarrant 

Eat 6PM 

May 12 May 13 

York Rite 

Fort Worth 

TMRC 2 PM 

Arlington – Eat 6 York Rite 

College 8AM 

Fort Worth 

Temple 

Arlington 

Commandery also 

May 14 

 

 

May 15 

York Rite  
Hurst – Eat 6 

May 16 

Denton 
Commandery 

Eat 6:00 PM 

May 17 

York Rite 
Ridglea 

Eat 6:30 PM 

May 18 

7 pm Cleburne 
Commandery 

May 19 May 20 

Grand Master 
Conference 

Fort Worth 

7:30 AM 

6 pm Stephenville 

Commandery 

6:30 pm  

Fort Worth 

Scottish Rite 

Austin York 

Rite Festival 

May 21 May 22 

York Rite 

Stephenville  

Eat 6:00 PM 

May 23 May 24 May 25 

York Rite 

Ennis – 6:30 

May 26 May 27 

Granbury – 6pm 

May 28 

Ascension 

Service 

2 PM 

At 

TMRC 

May 29 

 

May 30 

Tarrant County 

York Rite Assoc 

Meeting 6:45 PM 

Ft Worth 

Temple 

May 31 

Shavout 

Begins 

Sundown  

May 30 

June 1 

Worth and 

Southside 

Commanderies 

Eat 6:00 PM 

June 2 June 3 

Floydada 

York Rite 

Conference 

10:30 AM 

June 4 

Pentecost 

June 5 June 6 

York Rite 

Southside – Eat 6 

June 7 

Weatherford 

Commandery  

Eat 6:30 PM 

June 8 

York Rite 

Tarrant 

Eat 6PM 

June 9 June 10 

TAMDA 

meeting in 

Waco Texas – Eat 6 

June 11 June 12 

York Rite 

Riverside – Eat 6 

June 13 June 14 

York Rite 

Springtown 

Eat 6:30 PM 

June 15 

7 pm Cleburne 

Commandery 

June 16 

San Antonio  

York Rite 

Festival 

June 17 

San Antonio  

York Rite 

Festival Arlington – Eat 6 6:30 pm  

Fort Worth 

Scottish Rite 
Arlington 

Commandery also 

June 18 

Fathers 

Day 

June 19 

York Rite  

Hurst – Eat 6 

June 20 

Denton 

Commandery 

Eat 6:00 PM 

June 21 

York Rite 

Ridglea 

Eat 6:30 PM 

June 22 

York Rite 

Ennis – 6:30 

June 23 June 24 

St John’s Day 

Blue Lodge & 

York Rite 
Installations 

Start 

6 pm Stephenville 

Commandery 

Granbury – 6pm 

June 25 June 26 

York Rite 

Stephenville  

Eat 6:00 PM 

June 27 June 28 June 29 June 30 July 1 

 

Please see page 5 for the upcoming College Meeting and Ascension Service.  

 

 

http://64th.org/
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On April 12 at a meeting of the Fort Worth Masonic Service Bureau at White Settlement Lodge;  
Justin Elliott gave an inspirational talk about his recovery from near death and the presence of God at each step of that 
recovery. The Brothers of White Settlement Lodge provided a great meal and fellowship!!  
Thanks to President Hack Rogers. 

 
By: Ken Curry 
And --- From Justin’s linked in page:  
Justin is a public speaker who speaks on optimism, awareness, perseverance, and more. With the right  outlook 
in life and with situations you can have things you didn't think possible. In April 2013 Justin was driving home 
from work in Dallas and someone shot him in the head. Justin spent 2 months in the hospital undergoing 
surgery to put his brain back in place, removal of his eyes, and major fa cial reconstruction. Justin was left blind, 
had a traumatic brain injury, and other issues. The day he was released the brain injury went away as soon as 
he returned home and a lot of healing began. Justin has learned how to live with no eyesight and start ed telling 
his story in 2015. In total , Justin has had 26 surgeries and over 300 doctors ’ visits.  
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Trinity York Rite College #154 will conduct their Annual Meeting.  

Saturday, May 13, 2017 at 8:00 AM for Breakfast.  

 

All York Rite College Members are invited to attend.  

It will be the conferral of the Degree 

Plus the Annual Election and Installation of Officers.  

 

At the Fort Worth Temple 

1100 Henderson Street 

In Fort Worth …  

 

 

 TARRANT COUNTY YORK RITE ASSOCIATION MEETING 
  

 The association will meet on Tuesday May 30, 2017 at 6:45 PM. 

 Fort Worth Temple --- 1100 Henderson St, Fort Worth Texas 

 Joe Spencer, President. 

 Some of us will eat at the Mexican Inn at 5 ’ish beforehand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday May 28, 2017 at 2:00 PM 

At the TMRC 

1501 West Division Street 

Arlington Texas 

 

Preacher is Companion Brian Reagan.  

Weatherford Commandery will host.  

Arlington, Southside and Worth Commanderies will participate.  

 

All are invited and encouraged to attend.  
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And --- Something to share with your Masonic Friends …  
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Check out the new website: http://masonicliving.org/ 
 

http://masonicliving.org/?+E-newsletter+March+2017+31%2C+2017++E-Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://masonicliving.org/
http://masonicliving.org/?+E-newsletter+March+2017+31%2C+2017++E-Newsletter
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From a continuing education standpoint, Jack has graduated from the Senior Executives in State and 

Local Government program from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University; the 

Senior Executive Institute from the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service at the University of 

Virginia; the Gettysburg Leadership Institute in Gettysburg, PA, and the Williamsburg Leadership 

Institute in Williamsburg, VA. He also completed Leadership ICMA (International City/County 

Management Association), where he has been a Credentialed City Manager since January 2008. He 

also is a Certified Public Manager issued by the State of Texas, as well as a Certified Housing 

Development Finance Professional and a Certified Economic Development Finance Professional; both 

awarded by the National Development Council. Also, due to his work in the field of emergency 

management, he is a Certified Emergency Manager through the International Association of Emergency 

Managers, and a Texas Emergency Manager from the Emergency Management Association of Texas. 

Jack was also recognized by the United States Navy, where he was honored to be a Distinguished 

Visitor at Sea. He was flown to the Pacific Ocean, where he completed an arrested landing onboard the 

USS Ronald Reagan CVN 76. He was able to spend several days at sea onboard the nuclear powered 

aircraft carrier before having a catapult assisted launch off the flight deck. During this, he experienced 

deceleration from 103 to 0 mph in two seconds, and acceleration from 0 to 128 mph in three seconds.  

 

In June 1993, Jack began his professional local government career working for the City of Lubbock 

as an Environmental Specialist. From there he worked for the City of San Antonio as a Management 

Analyst, and as an Executive Director of a non-profit organization in Abilene. He served four years as 

Jack Magee Harper II, Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand 

Commandery Knights Templar of Texas, was born to Jack and Cheri Harper 
on 19 November 1971, in Austin, Texas. His family quickly moved from Austin 
to Beaumont before permanently residing in San Antonio. He graduated from 
Castle Hills First Baptist Church High School in May of 1989. Jack has been 
married to his wonderful wife Julie, since 27 May 2000, and they have one 
son, Jake Michael, who was born 26 September 2007. 
 

Education and continuing education are both very important to Jack. He 
moved to Lubbock where he graduated from Texas Tech University in May 
1993 with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science degree. While at Texas Tech, 
he was a Resident Assistant for two years, and a member of Chi Psi fraternity, 
as well as Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Political Science Honor fraternity. He 
went on to also earn a Master of Public Administration from Texas Tech 
University in August 1995. He attended Walden University for a Ph.D. in Public 
Policy and Administration, and worked towards his dissertation. He also 
became a member of Pi Alpha Alpha, the National Public Administration Honor 

fraternity. 
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City Manager of Stamford, and eight years as City Manager of Hillsboro. Since August 2014, Jack has 

served as Assistant City Manager for Waco. 

 

Jack also greatly enjoys teaching, and has taught at Hill College since 2007, where he is an online 

instructor for both Texas Government and American Government. He also teaches online for Tiffin 

University, where he instructs Political Science, Public Administration, and Organizational Theory. Due 

to his emergency management experience, Tiffin University also asked Jack to develop online 

undergraduate level emergency management courses. Since 2016, Jack has been Graduate Faculty for 

Texas Tech University, where he teaches courses in the Master of Public Administration program. He 

also instructs a number of emergency management classes, as well as Incident Commander, Liaison 

Officer, and Planning Section Chief classes for FEMA and the State of Texas. 

 

Finally, Jack also works for the United States Forest Service; specifically, the National Forests and 

Grasslands in Texas, where he is qualified as a Liaison Officer. Jack also has served as a Liaison 

Officer for the Southern Area Blue Type 1 Incident Management Team for five years, which is one of 

only sixteen Type 1 teams in the United States. Currently he is serving as a Liaison Officer for the 

Southern Area Gold Type 2 Incident Management Team. While serving on Incident Management 

Teams, he has traveled across the United States assisting in the management of containing the largest 

and most complex wildland forest fires. 

 

You can read the remainder of the great biography of our Grand Commander at this link: 

 

http://www.yorkritetexas.org/commandery/Grand-Commander.php 

 

Here are our Grand Officers for the Grand Commandery of Texas --- 2017 

 

Right Eminent Grand Commander Jack Magee Harper (Julie) 

Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander Richard D. Doss (Kathy) 

Eminent Grand Generalissimo Clarence Joy Laney 

Eminent Grand Captain General Gary H. Freedman (Jeanne) 

Eminent Grand Senior Warden Ronnie Wilson 

Eminent Grand Junior Warden Ric “Fluffy” Jernigan (Sharon) 

Eminent Grand Prelate E. Dixon Toney 

Eminent Grand Treasurer Thomas “Wonderful” Snyder, PGC (Linda) 

Eminent Grand Recorder Most Worshipful Jerry Nelson Kirby, PGC (Suzzanne) 

Eminent Grand Standard Bearer Tommy Chance Chapman 

Eminent Grand Sword Bearer Justin Bauer (Beverly) 

Eminent Grand Warder Jason Lesikar (Katie Mae) 

Eminent Grand Sentinel Gary Rock (Kimberley) 

 

http://www.yorkritetexas.org/commandery/Grand-Commander.php
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Kimberley and Gary Rock 
 
Congratulations to Sir Knight John Elkinton for an excellent year as Grand Commander. 
When you get opportunity, shake his hand and let him know how much you appreciate him. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Sir Knight Gary Rock, 

Eminent Grand Sentinel, on his election to the Grand 

Commandery Line. Texas is fortunate to have this great 
Brother, Companion, and Sir Knight, to serve our Grand 

Commandery for the next 10 years, and beyond … 

 

Also, hearty appreciation is sent to Sir Knight Ralph Royal 
for his willingness to serve this great Grand Commandery. 

Sir Knight Ralph is a great example of brotherly affection 

and dignity. These 2 brothers, Gary and Ralph, shows us 
that we are very fortunate to have great men available to 

serve us in this capacity. Thank you, brothers … 

Congratulations to Sir Knight “Jolly Bill Witten”. 

 

From Weatherford Commandery: 

 
We are so Proud of our Prelate and our friend Sir 

Knight ”Jolly” Bill Whitten who received the KTCH 

at the Grand Commandery Awards Banquet. 
 

Hobie Henderson (in the middle) is a very good friend 

and brother to Bill Whitten was privileged to be part 

of this ceremony by escorting him. 

https://www.facebook.com/jolly.whitten
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This month, we highlight Ye Commemorative Order of St Thomas of Acon USA

Sir William of Seattle, KH (William R. Miller), Knight Humilitas  
Most Worthy Grand Master of the Grand Masters Council USA 
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GRAND OFFICERS 2017  

 

Grand Office Grand Officer Nomen Grand Officer Name 

GRAND MASTER Sir William of Seattle, KH, KC, GM, P.G.Prec.(NW) William Ray Miller 

GRAND PRIOR Sir Matthew of Philadelphia, KH, KC, GP Matthew David Dupee 

Grand Marshal Sir Joe of Gloucestershire, KC Joe Rolater Manning 

Grand Treasurer Sir Christopher of Brenham Christopher Guy Dalrymple 

Grand Registrar Sir Joseph of Toftingall, G.Prec.(Northwest) Joseph Walter MacIntyre 

Grand Secretary Sir Ernest of Lavalette Ernest Randolph Spradling 

Grand Historian Sir Louis of Edinburgh Louis Elmer Bartrand 

Deputy Grand Marshal Sir Aaron of Muhlenberg Aaron Ramson White 

Grand Almoner Sir Allen of Randolph Dolan Allen Surratt 

Grand Warden of Regalia Sir Christopher of Brenham Christopher Guy Dalrymple 

Grand Sword Bearer Sir Michael of Illahee Michael R Pursey 

Deputy Grand Secretary Sir James of Arlington James Dale Kirkpatrick 

Grand Banner Bearer Sir John of Garrett John A Habel 

Assistant Grand Marshal Sir George of Chelmsford George Daniel Macgregor Pushee 

Assistant Grand Marshal Sir Thomas of Delabol Thomas Franklin Miller 

Assistant Grand Marshal Sir Martin of Enon Martin Robert Trent 

Assistant Grand Secretary Sir Dan of Reynoldsburg Robert Daniel Cogley 

Grand Herald Sir Oliver of Rogersville Oliver Robert Armstrong 

Grand Organist Sir Jerry of Glenside Gerald J Hamilton 

Grand Doorkeeper Sir Richard of Marden Richard Andrew Eppler 

Grand Cellar Sir Gary of Flowertown Gary D Lemmons 

Grand Cellar Sir Richard of Whitleyville Richard Melvyn Smith 

Grand Cellar Sir Luigi of Raleigh J Luigi Ammons 

Grand Cellar Sir Peter of Shinnston Peter Y Turner 

Grand Sentry Sir Brian of Sugarland Brian R Dodson 

Grand Representative Sir Leslie of Wealas-ieg, KC Leslie Norman Bale 

SUCCESSION OF GRAND MASTERS 

2015 Sir André of Byron, KH, KC, PGM, P.G.Prec.(USA) André Ernest Lovas 

2016 Sir Reese of Bexar, KH, KC, PGM, P.G.Prec.(USA) Reese Lenwood Harrison, Jr 
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Provincial Grand Office Provincial Grand Officer Shell 

Provincial Grand Preceptor 
 

Sir James of Midlothian, KC  
James Roy Elliott 

 
Provincial Grand Prior Sir James of Arlington  

James Dale Kirkpatrick 
 

Provincial Grand Marshal Sir Robert of San Antonio 
Robert L. Jett 

 
Provincial Grand Treasurer Sir Christopher of Brenham 

Christopher Guy Dalrymple 
 

Provincial Grand Registrar Sir Brian of Sugarland 
Brian R. Dodson 

 
Provincial Grand Secretary Sir Charles of Dallas  

Charles E. Cumming, Jr. 
 

Provincial Deputy Grand Marshal Sir Jerry of Avalon 
Jerry Nelson Kirby 

 
Provincial Grand Almoner Sir Jackie of Midland 

Jackie Matthews 
 

Provincial Grand Warden of Regalia Sir Michael (Wiggins) of Liberty 
Michael L. Wiggins 

 
Provincial Grand Sword Bearer Sir Russell of Lufkin 

Russell Clay Brown 
 

Provincial Deputy Grand Secretary Sir Jeffrey of Ridgeville 
Jeffrey J. Miller 

 
Provincial Grand Banner Bearer Sir Bernard of Houston 

Kenneth Bernard Fischer 
 

Provincial Assistant Grand Marshal Sir Lawrence of Bellaire 
Lawrence Tucker 

 
Provincial Assistant Grand Secretary Sir Kenneth of Duncanville 

Kenneth Earl Cooley 
 

Provincial Grand Herald Sir Bradley of Seagraves 
Bradley S. Billings 

 
Provincial Grand Organist Sir Nick of New York City 

Nick R. Ramos 
 

Provincial Grand Doorkeeper Sir Floyd of Irving 
Floyd Edward Hall 

 
Provincial Grand Cellarer Sir Howard of Ponca City 

Bart Henderson 
 

Provincial Grand Cellarer Sir Gerald of Blanco 
Gerald F. Nowotny 

 
Provincial Grand Cellarer Sir Charles of Plano 

Charles Earl McKay 
 

Provincial Grand Cellarer Sir Dock of Blackshear 
Dock F. Dixon 

 
Provincial Grand Sentry Sir John of Pearland 

John Charles Elkinton 
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Happy Easter! TMRC held the 3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 8. Families and friends of TMRC residents 
and staff members, along with the Girl Scout Troop # 1610 of Arlington Texas attended. The Girl Scout Troup 
members brought Easter cards for all Residents and helped the other children hunt for Easter eggs. It was great 
fun for everyone! 
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Beauceant Assembly #63. TMRC welcomes the Social Order of the Beauceant, Assembly # 63, Dallas Texas. 
This group has been very faithful to come every year to host a bingo party and bring lots of goodies. We 
appreciate your efforts! 
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Christian Arts Museum. Residents visited the Christian Arts Museum in celebration of the Easter season. See 
pictured a Wall of Christian Crosses and a life size figure of the Last Supper. Reverend Ed Malone, TMRC 
Chaplain, is the curator of the museum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2gt7v3KvTAhWm14MKHSSlAR4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g55857-d4367946-i137049528-Christian_Art_Museum_of_Ft_Worth-Fort_Worth_Texas.html&psig=AFQjCNHP8KCdGOOu1nvsHfFNIuEpl4uP3Q&ust=1492526565302279
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim5PqH3avTAhVl64MKHXMCDY4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g55857-d4367946-i137049528-Christian_Art_Museum_of_Ft_Worth-Fort_Worth_Texas.html&psig=AFQjCNHP8KCdGOOu1nvsHfFNIuEpl4uP3Q&ust=1492526565302279
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OES Spring Celebration. The OES Spring Party was a great success. The Eastern Star hosts brought all kinds of 
goodies for the Residents and had a bingo bash with cash and prizes. Special thanks to our Worthy Grand 
Matron, Worthy Grand Patron and other Grand Chapter Officers and Committee Members for their time and 
efforts on behalf of the TMRC Residents. Thank you for your continuous support of those who reside in this 
facility. It truly means a lot to them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: James Kirkpatrick 
May the God of Love and Peace delight to dwell with and bless you. 
 
Contributors include: Matt Pickell, Michael Elliott, Gary Blair, Jack Magee Harper, Brad Billings, Mona Cooper, 
Amy Kaufman, William R. Miller, Ken Curry, and others. 

THANKS! WE APPRECIATE YOU! TMRC 

would like to thank  

Canton Chapter #667 OES,  
Floydada Chapter #31 OES,  

Waskom Chapter #812 OES,  

 

for their generous monetary donations to the 

TMRC Country Store.   

Also many thanks to  

Amistad Chapter #1115 OES,  

Texas Chapter #35 OES, and  

Harlandale Chapter #750 OES,  

for their generous donation of various and 

assorted Country Store items. 


